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IT hopﬁnd just os .

the car réached the
top of & small rise
outside the Oxford-
shire village of Stan:
ford-in-the-Yale,

John Mann's sistey,

WHEN John Mann and his family
saw what they @re convinced was @
flying saucer, it was the beginning of
the most bizarré hour in their entire.
lives. A “lost” hour in which the
three adults and two little girls now
believe they took a trip on a

Spaceship and talked to alien belngs. .

The details of their experience have
been probed by scientific and medical
experts. And a hypnotherapist has
taken them back in timé to relivé that
lost hour. Yet the family’s storles aré
80 consistent that they challenge the
most sceptical.

Could It all really have happened? Or .

did thé family imagine the whole
thing? Whatever you beliéve, you will
agree that the Mann fainily’s $tory is

as fasclnating as any Sclencé fiction,
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return to Stanford-in-the-

n about an hour ago in. ~ yjgje and retrace their

. the Faringdon area.
John says: “The man I

about 11.15."

- ‘““Without thinking
about what he had said I
looked at my watch to

check that would roughly
have been the time.

“But according t6 my
watch it- was gone mid-
night—which was ridicul-

ous because we should

have got home. an hour
earlier.
“I was too confused to

brefly told him what we
had seen. -

“He said he would
check. it. out and eithee
call us back or we could
ring and ask for him—
Corporal Gibson.

“T put the phone down
and saw Gloria staring at
the clock on the wall and
Frances examining her

brooch watch—Iit was just
after 12,15 am.

“We decided for argu-
ment’s sake we-must have
spent longer than we
thought on the mystery
road.”

After their strange
experience ; did not.
like the idea of her sister-
in-law driving home alone
and asked her to stay.

But Frances, a very
caln and capable woman.
wanted to get home. -

John and- Gloris and
the children walked with
her to the car. -

NOISE AGAIN

As Natasha -kissed
Frances. goodnight. she-
said sleepily: “You had
better keep: your windows
winded up, ‘' Auntie
Frances, in case: you: get
sucked up.” . ; -
They went back
indoors. Gloria saysc “T
was still feeling & bit
dazed and told John I feit.
sick. He said he felt a bit
q bboo. -7

‘“We were just about to
go to sleep when we botlhy

heard the same noise we
had experienced when

John had stopped the car.
“It was directly over the

- top of the house.

“We =at bolt upright.
John ran to the window
but the noise suddenly
stopped and he could see .
nothing.”-

John had originally
to stop and
Gloria had told him to
drive on because of the
lighted house.

* There was no house af
that spot—just an open
fleid.

[Having" driven along
that stretch of road

they
spot where John had
stopped: the car, it was
too dark to see if there
were any markings in the
fieid on the right where
something could have
landed, and they decided
return the following
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with Frances and Ronald
Farrow.

Frances casually
remarked: “I don’t know
where the rashes came
from, but someone cere
tainly kicked me.”

Just below -her right
knee on the outer side
was a three-inch oval
bruise. P

On Sunday morning
Gloria noticed a small
round dark blue mark
below her right knee.

She rushed into John
who-was still in bed, and
pulling back the sheets,
saw a similar mark on the
outer side of his leg below~
his right knee.
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the entrance to the town.

Although a quiet coun-
try town it was unusually
empty for 10.30 p.m. when
people would have been
leaving local pubs. But
the family saw no one.

They drove on towards
Cirencester. Frances said
quietly: “I don't want to
worry anybody, but look
behind us.”

TRACKED BY A
BALL OF LIGHT

To the right of the car,
about 200 feet away, was
a ball of brilliant white
light, pacing the car.

It disappeared
whenever the car
approached houses or vil-
lages, only to re-appear
once they were back on
the deserted road.

As the car entered
Cirencester the ball of
light disappeared. During
the last twenty minutes of
their journey they did not
see it again.

When they arrived
home at Court Road,
Brockworth, John phoned
RAF Brize Norton, the
largest base in Britain,
about seven_ miles from
Faringdon.

. He sald he wanted to

Beside the road where they believe the Spaceship landed: John, 32, with

sister Frances, left, wite Gloric ond daughters Tanya ond Natasha.

report & mysterious low-
filying object they had
seen about an hour ago in
the Faringdon area.

John says: “The man I
was speaking to said,
‘That must have been
about 11.15."

‘““Without thinking
about what he had said I

looked at my watch to

check that would roughly
have been the time.

“But according to my
watch it was gone ‘mid-
night—which was ridicul-
ous because we should
have got home an hour
earlier.

“I was too confused to
start explaining to the
man on the phone and
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briefly told him what we
had seen.

“He said he would
check it out and either
call us back or we could
ring and ask for him—
Corporal Gibson.

“I put the phone down
and saw Gloria staring at
the clock on the wall and

Frances examining her

brooch watch—it was just
after 12.15 am.

“We decided for argu-
ment's sake we must have
spent longer than we
thought on the mystery
road.”

After their strange
experience Gloria did not
like the idea of her sister-
in-law driving home alone
and asked her to stay.

But Frances, a very
calm and capable woman,
wanted to get home.

John and Gloria and
the children walked with
her to the car.

SUDDENLY THAT
NOISE AGAIN

As Natasha kissed
Frances goodnight she
said sleepily: “You had
better keep your windows
winded up, Auntie
Frances, in case you get
sucked up.”

They went back
indoors. Gloria says: *“I
was still feeling a bit
dazed and told John I felt
sick. He said he felt a bit
queasy, too.

“We were just about to
go to sleep when we both
heard the same noise we
had experienced when

Gilorta, Frances and her
husband, Ronald, decided
to accompany him.

They left Stanford the
same time as the night
before and slowed down
at the exact spot where
John had originally
intended to stop and
Gloria had told him to
drive on because of the
lighted house.

There was no house at
that spot—just an open
field.

[Having driven along
that streich of road
myself from Stanford to
Faringdon I can conftrm
that there is no house.]

When they reached the
spot where John had
stopped the car, it was
too dark to see if there
were any markings in the
field on the right where
something could have
landed, and they decided
to return the following
Sunday afternoon.

The distance from there
to Faringdon—just over
‘one mile—could in no way
account for the lost hour.

On Thursday evening
John examined the lower
part of his chest which
had been itching all day.
There was a red band of
heat spots. <,

“The following day I
had & similar rash on my
left arm and leg from the
knee down,” says Gloria.

“There was nothing on

“the children. John rang
Frances and mentioned
our heat rashes.

. “She said she had been
scratching her head and
neck the day before.”

On Saturday night the
Mann famlly went to stay

STAI

The ne
woke up
confuseq
Giloria h¢
and wen
didn’t 1
mother a
“Where
want my

It was 1
or four
tried gen
what was
but says:
reluctant

“Then
her drean
lots of
with funn
her and
taken
Daddy in

“When
more out|




SUNDAY MIRROR, September 14, 1980

John had stopped the car.

“It was directly over the
top of the house.

“We sat bolt upright.
John ran to the window
but the noise suddenly
stopped and he could see
nothing.”

When Natasha got
home from school the
next day she mentioned
to her mother that she
had told her teacher she
had seen a flying saucer.

She said her teacher
had asked her to draw
what she had seen, and
noted her story in the
classroom news diary.

By the time John got
home from work — he
was a building contractor
— he had decided to
return to Stanford-in-the-
Vale and retrace their
Journey.

He wanted to see if he
could find the mysterious
road they had got lost on
and time how long it took
to drive from there to
Faringdon.




In the afternoon, they e walked alonga cor-
eturned to the field  ridor until ‘we reached
here they had seen the  three
strange craft apparently without speaking I
' landing. They found no -entered one, ‘Gioria and
| marks In the grass. ,ﬂ:ecmmmther,and

And within & few days | Fremcesaghird. = -
the marks on their legs |~ wwrne yoom Iwas'in was
had vanished too. ZmMMIM’ﬂ
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The next week Natasha
woke up in the night,
confused and upset.
Gilorie heard her crying
and went to her. She
didn’t recognise her
mother and kept saying:
“Where is Mummy? I
want my Mummy.” m A

It was the first of three !
or four nightmares. Gloria =
tried gently to find ou$ =
what was frightening her, .-~
but says: “She was at first -
reluctant to say anything.

“Then she told me in
her dreams she could see
lots of strange people
wiith funny eyes staring st | A
her and someone had. thing @
taken Mummy and ‘my righ
Daddy into other rooms. knee. After

“When I tried to get  .aminutes s
more out of her she got " yetracted.
very cross and said, ‘You .
should know, you were
there.’ _sout -of

«after a couple of weeks = walked
the nightmares stopped.”

John had unsuccess- = entered
fully tried to contact Cor- floated
poral Gibson & couple of shaft
times at Brize Norton. car and

On the third attempt he .+ woke up.
was put through to some-
one who told him they
had made inquiries fol-*
.lowing his report. There
had been no civilian or
military aircraft in that
are;atmatmnesgmg Sadte
and no one else - :
reported seeing anything. - his - sister
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